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About the North Dakota Public Service Commission and
the Abandoned Mine Lands Division

The Board of Railroad Commissioners was established by Dakota Territory in 1885. Its
name was changed in 1940 to Public Service Commission (PSC)

North Dakota has three Public Service Commissioners, each elected to six-year terms.

The PSC has jurisdiction over electric and natural gas utilities, telecommunications
companies, weights and measures, grain elevators, auctioneers, reclamation of mined
lands, siting of energy plants and electric and gas transmission facilities, and railroads.

The Commission has 41 full-time employees. The staff is divided into support services
and five divisions that provide direct regulatory oversight and consumer assistance.

The Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Division administers a federal program to remove
hazards associated with abandoned coal mines. The AML Division has 4.6 FTE's.

North Dakota’s AML Program was authorized in 1981 under the federal Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) of 1977.

Program funding comes from a ten cent federal production tax on each ton of lignite
coal mined in North Dakota. The state may apply for grants for half the production tax, or
about $1.5 million per year.

Since AML Program inception in 1981, $26 million have been spent to reclaim 100,000
linear feet of dangerous surface mine highwalls, 1900 acres of mine subsidence, and a
variety of other hazardous abandoned mine features in North Dakota. An estimated $44
million more are needed to reclaim all remaining high priority AML Sites in North Dakota.
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