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North Dakota Public Service Commission 
2015 Haynes Emergency Coal Fire Project Summary 

 

Project Type: Surface burning of coal screenings near the head gate of an 
abandoned underground coal mine. 

Primary Location: The NW¼ of Section 15, T129N, R94W, about 2.75 miles 

northeast of Haynes.  Coordinates 46.00453, -102.424988 

Project Dates: April 22 to May 1, 2015 

Contractor: Earthworm Excavating of Tolna, ND 

Project Cost: $18,020 

  

 
The Public Service Commission administers the Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Program on behalf of the State 
of North Dakota.  The AML program is charged with eliminating existing and potential public hazards resulting 
from abandoned surface and underground coal mines.  It is funded by a production tax on lignite coal mined in 
the state. 
 
The 2015 Haynes Emergency Coal Fire Project was conducted to extinguish a dangerous coal refuse fire 
burning on an area of about 2.3 acres near the junction of North Dakota Highways 8 and 12, about 2¾ miles 
northeast of Haynes, ND.   Standard requirements for work under this contract were as follows: 
 
1. Remove and stockpile all available topsoil from around the affected area. 
2. Excavate a trench or trenches to a depth several feet below the coal fines and into native soil materials. 

Save wet clay materials from the excavation. 
3. Excavate and place the burning materials and coal fines in the trench(es), mixing them thoroughly with wet 

clay and quenching with water as needed. Ensure that all buried materials are isolated from other 
combustible materials. 

4. Grade the areas to re-establish drainage and blend into adjacent topography. 
5. Respread topsoil over the disturbed areas 
6. Till and reseed all disturbed areas. 
 
The required seed mixture for native grassland areas consisted of the following varieties and rates. 

 
  Species             Rate/Acre – Lbs. (PLS) 
  Thickspike Wheatgrass    4 
  Streambank Wheatgrass   4 
  Western Wheatgrass    4 
  Slender Wheatgrass    2 

Green Needle Grass    2 
  Sideoats Grama    2 
  Switchgrass     4 
 
This AML Project resulted in the extinguishment of a dangerous coal refuse fire.  Coal refuse fires are a serious 
hazard primarily because they can burn for a long time and can also ignite wildfires that threaten people, 
destroy property and damage the environment. 
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Cover Photo:  The cover photo shows a bulldozer pushing burning coal screenings into a burial pit while an 

excavator continued to dig the pit on April 22, 2015.  Temperatures of these burning materials exceeded 900˚F 













This coal refuse fire was ignited by a wildfire that burned over 100 acres on April 1, 2015. The coal refuse (screenings) were 
lying on an area of approximately 2.3 acres near the entry to the abandoned Stevenson Mine which operated from about  1911-
1936.  The headgate and mine entry are in the background.  Fire Chief  Mark Faller is looking at a “hot spot” overlain with ash. 

 

2015 Haynes Coal Fire Emergency 

On April 15, 2015,  Michele Gaylord, Adams County Emergency Manager, called to report a dangerous coal refuse fire burning 
near Haynes, ND.  On the same day, Joan Briener and Bill Dodd (PSC) met with Michele Gaylord,  County Highway 
Superintendent ,Theo Schalefsky, and Hettinger District Fire Chief, Mark Faller, at the site. 



2015 Haynes Coal Fire Emergency 

Work began on April 22, 2015.  This shows a Cat D6K Bulldozer pushing burning coal screenings into a burial pit.  The burning 
materials were mixed with wet clay and buried.   When these materials were exposed to air, they began to burn at temperatures 
over 900ºF and the smoke could be seen from miles away. 

This is a close-up showing the bulldozer engulfed in smoke.  You can see the coal screenings and ash in the foreground. 



2015 Haynes Coal Fire Emergency 

Personnel from the Hettinger Fire Protection District were on hand during  the entire time the fire was being extinguished.  This 
shows two firemen spraying the edges of the coal fire to keep it from spreading. 

This is the area on May 1 after the fire was extinguished and the area was regraded, tilled and seeded. This was a successful 
project due to the cooperative efforts of the AML Division, the contractor, Earthworm Excavavating, Adams County, Hettinger Fire 
Protection District, and  the property owner Don Evans.  The contract cost for this work was $18,020. 


